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March 2012 
MOAA Santa Barbara Officers:     President: Ron Stronach 

1st Vice President: Steve Keller  2nd Vice President:  vacant 
Treasurer: Michael Kwan   Secretary: Vacant  

Reservation Chair: Michael Kwan 
 

The Chapter’s next Board Meeting is 3 December (Saturday) at 1030 at a location to be determined. 
All chapter members are invited. 

 
Santa Barbara Satellite Chapter Meeting 

 
11:30    TUESDAY   13 March 2012 

 
Harry’s Plaza Café 

(3313-B State Street at the intersection 
of State and Las Positas) 

$17 
Guest Speaker 

George Majors 
World War II Seen from the Other Side 

 
Please call Michael Kwan at  

(805) 886-2605 
to reserve your spot. 

 
The next Satellite Chapter meeting is planned 
for Tuesday, March 13th. We return to Harry’s 
Plaza Café Again. Choices will Chicken Caesar 
Salad or Hot Beef Sandwich. 
 
March Luncheon Speaker: 
Our guest speaker promises to be very interest-
ing.  His name is George Majors and he was a 
Captain in the Hungarian Army during World 
War II. He is 88 years young and he will give us 
a first hand account of the War on the Eastern 
Front - from the point of view of the German 
side! As an officer of the German Army, George 
Majors was given an award by the Government 
of Israel for his role in hiding a large number of 
Jews and saving their lives. Remember to mark 
your calendars and make sure to call ahead for 
reservations for a very informative luncheon! 

 
December Luncheon Recap 
Again, the weather was on our side as we en-
joyed a typically beautiful Santa Barbara morn-
ing at 
our 
annual 
Christ-
mas 
brunch 
at the 
Santa 
Barbara 
Yacht 
Club. 
 
The brunch was well attended and we began 
our meeting before members of the Yacht Club 
arrived. We were able to be one of the first 
groups to enjoy their newly refurbished kitchen. 
Judge Patillo gave us a history of the yacht 
club. 
 
MOAA Updates: 
DoD Budget Cuts Provoke House Fire 
A House Armed Services Military Personnel 
Subcommittee hearing provided an early sign 
this week that Pentagon proposals to extract 
big savings from force cuts, TRICARE fee hikes 
and retirement changes won’t get rubber-
stamped on the Hill. 
Dr. Jo Ann Rooney, Acting Under Secretary of 
Defense for Personnel and Readiness, said the 
Pentagon’s budget request was driven “by the 
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strategy rather than the budget,” but several 
legislators didn’t see it that way. 
 
Rep. Allen West (R-FL) in particular questioned 
whether planned force levels adequately con-
sidered expected threats over the next 10-15 
years. “We continue to try to make the military 
the bill payer for our fiscal irresponsibility in 
Washington,” he said. 
 
Dr. Rooney then seemed to contradict her own 
opening statement, saying, “[We] had to com-
ply with the Budget Control Act. We had a 
budget number that we needed to fit our re-
sponses into.” 
 
West also took issue with Pentagon-proposed 
TRICARE fee hikes. 
 
“You’re talking about a small percentage of 
Americans who were willing to give their entire 
lives to make sure we stay free and protect this 
democracy,” he said. “I don’t think we should 
be going after those people when they consti-
tute such a small percentage of our popula-
tion.” 
 
Reps. Austin Scott (R-GA) and Mike Coffman 
(R-CO) grilled defense witnesses on planned 
force cuts. They asked what share of cuts 
would be allocated to DoD civilians if more than 
100,000 uniformed personnel are to get the ax. 
When only 7,000 civilian cuts were cited, they 
were incredulous at the seeming disproportion-
ality. “I find this stunning,” said Coffman. 
 
Military Personnel Subcommittee Chairman Joe 
Wilson (R-SC) objected strongly to the budget 
proposal for a BRAC-like commission whose 
recommendations for military retirement 
changes would have to get a fast-track con-
gressional vote with little debate and no 
amendments. 
 
Wilson said legislators won’t give up their re-
view and oversight role that easily. “Removing 
Congress from the retirement reform process is 
wrong-headed, particularly when the Depart-

ment of Defense leaders have not recom-
mended a retirement reform solution that they 
believe will successfully support the all volun-
teer force. The people’s Congress must be ac-
countable and not defer to unelected appoint-
ees.” 
 
MOAA couldn’t agree more. 
 
CalMOAA Updates: The following article was 
forwarded from California Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.  
CVSOs Always Ready to Help Veterans Get 
Their Benefits 
By Joe Wright 
Veterans Service Officer, Kings County 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(USDVA) and the California Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (CalVet) offer a wide range of 
benefits to our veterans, service members, and 
their families. You may be eligible for benefits if 
you are a veteran, veteran’s dependent, surviv-
ing spouse or child or parent of a deceased 
veteran, or a uniformed service member. 
 
Benefits come in many forms. Some benefits 
are based on the nature and length of a vet-
eran’s military service, some are based on ser-
vice-connected injuries/illnesses, and some are 
income based. For example, Compensation 
benefits are based on service-connected inju-
ries/illnesses; pension benefits are based on 
income. There is no time limit to apply for 
Compensation and Pension benefits. 
 
USDVA health care is available o veterans 
based on their service-connected inju-
ries/illnesses and may also be available based 
on income. The USDVA also provides free 
health care for veterans who served in a thea-
ter of combat operations after November 11, 
1998, for any illness possibly related to their 
service in that theater. You are eligible for five 
years of free health care from the date of your 
discharge from active duty. Additional federal 
benefits, such as Vocational Rehabilitation & 
Employment, Education & Training, Home 
Loans, Life Insurance, Dependents & Survivors 
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Dependency and Indemnity Compensation, and 
Burial benefits, are available. State benefits, 
including the College Fee Waiver Program, Cal-
Vet Home Loan Programs, California Veterans 
Homes, employment and unemployment insur-
ance assistance, and others are available. For a 
list of all California veteran benefits, visit www. 
calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Benefits.aspx. 
The key to receiving veterans benefits is: You 
must apply for them! While you can apply on 
your own, your County Veterans Service Office 
(CVSO) is there to assist you and your family. 
CVSO staff is trained and accredited by the 
USDVA and CalVet. To find the CVSO office 
nearest you, go to www.cacvso.org. Click on 
“Contact Us” and then on your county of resi-
dence. 
Joe Wright, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the 
Veterans Service Officer for Kings County, and a member 
of the California Association of County Veterans Service 
Officers. He can be reached via e-mail at 
joe.wright@co.kings.ca.us. 
 
Local Updates 
Santa Barbara County Veterans Services 
Officers  
At one time there were three VSO’s serving the 
veterans of Santa Barbara County, one in Santa 
Maria, one in Lompoc and one in Santa Bar-
bara. Mozart Booker, the VSO in Lompoc retired 
and the County of Santa Barbara did not fill his 
position. Rhonda Murphy, the Santa Maria VSO 
and Robert Langley, the Santa Barbara VSO 
took turns driving to Lompoc to fill that posi-
tion. Robert Langley has now announced his 
retirement effective in September and so far, it 
looks like the County will not fill his position 
when he retires. That will leave one Veterans 
Services Officer to service the entire county 
when Robert Langley retires. Needless to say, 
the position of Santa Barbara MOAA is that all 
three positions should be filled, especially these 
days as more and more veterans arrive in our 
county from Afghanistan and Iran. Many of 
these veterans take advantage of the educa-
tional opportunities in our county. In addition, 
the Veterans Administration has taken a more 
aggressive role in addressing the effects of 

Agent Orange on our veterans as well as diag-
nosing and treating veterans with PTSD.  
The Veterans Services Officers work closely 
with the Veterans Administration to get help for 
these veterans and in the process, also bring 
those Federal funds into our area. As members, 
you are asked to let our Board of Supervisors 
know that we need to support our veterans by 
filling all three Veterans Services Officers posi-
tions 
 
LA Area Vets Invited to Participate! 
The Do Art Foundation–a humanitarian-based 
arts non-profit organization invites recently 

returned vets 
in the Los 
Angeles area 
to participate 
in the “Military 
ArtCar” pro-
gram. 
 
The program 
combines the 

skills and experience of veterans and talented 
artists to conceptualize and fabricate an “Art-
Car”—a moving sculpture that will be exhibited 
at parades, VA hospitals, and art/cultural 
events. 
 
The program is intended to help veterans com-
ing home from war adjust to civilian life while 
learning about artful self-expression, welding, 
building, and the mechanics of creating an art 
car. 
 
For more information contact Kat Sambor at 
(310) 866-7107 or kat@doartfoundtion.org. 
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Next Meeting 
Harry’s Plaza Cafe 

In Loreto Plaza,  
3313-B State Street at the intersection of State and Las Positas 

Tuesday, 13 March11:30am 
 

Guest Speaker 
George Majors 

 
 
 

 
 
 
George Majors, a Hungarian when Gemany took over their country was then forced into the 
German Army. He offers an interesting perspective on World War II. He may have been part of 
the German Army but as with many other inductees from occupied countries, it didn't mean he 
may have supported the cause. He has some interesting stories, including some of his actions that 
actually resulted in an award from the Israeli Government for actions he had taken to save Jews 
from persecution. 

 

 


