
   
 

 
2015 meeting schedule 
Mar 19-3rd Thursday.  
May 21-3rd Thursday 
Jul 16-3rd Thursday 
Meetings at: 
United Irish Cultural Center 
2700-45th Avenue 
San Francisco CA 94116 
Chapter Tel.: (925) 309-4448 

--- 
Chapter Officers 
Pres.-LTC Ed Meshinsky 
VP-LCDR Steve Barber 
Secretary-Elizabeth Conley 
Treas.-CAPT Tom Swartz 
Sgt-at-Arms-LTC Bob Powell  
Editor- “The Cable” 
 CWO Wilchie Crump 
Legislative Chair-Steve Barber 
 

--- 
“QUICK BITES’ 

“It’s that time of year again!!” 
Annual dues payers need to 
pony up the $20. Convert to 
Chapter Life Membership for 
only $100. Please remit to 
SF Chapter, MOAA and mail 
to the P.O. Box address or 
hand deliver at the next 
meeting. 
November 50/50 Raffle won 
by Richard Brown. Rumor 
has it that Richard and his 
wife went to Disneyland! 

THE CABLE 
Thursday, January, 15 2015  

 

 San Francisco Chapter, 
An affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America 
January – 2015 Chapter Board of Officers to be sworn in! 

Next Board meeting Tues. February 17th.   Members welcome. 
Join us at the Harding Park Golf Club @ 1130!  

 
General Meeting & Luncheon: Thursday, January 15, 2015 at the 
United Irish Cultural Center, 2700 – 45th Avenue, San Francisco 
94116. (Across from the SF Zoo).  Please call (925) 309-4448 if 
you have questions or need a ride.  
  
Schedule: 11:30AM doors open; 12noon business meeting and 
luncheon; 1:00PM speaker program.   
 
Menu: Chicken Jerusalem or Yankee Pot Roast. 
 
Reservations:  please mail your menu choices and checks 
payable to SF Chapter MOAA to P.O. Box 2418, Daly City, CA 
94017.  Cost of the meal is $30.00 per person.  Reservations 
received after 12noon on Monday, January 12th will be charged 
$5.00 per person add-on, payable at the door.  Guests of 
members are always welcomed and encouraged!  
 
“How to succeed at being a published author in today’s 
world”  
Our speaker for January, Dennis Koller, is a published author of 
two novels, one of which deals with the lives of two U.S. naval 
aviators who were shot down over North Vietnam, became 
POWs and then how they coped with their subsequent release 
and re-adaptation to normal living.  Both his books have received 
good reviews on Amazon.  The focus of his talk, however, will be 
on the process of getting books published in today’s 
environment. He will speak on how over the past 15 years “the 
book business” has become very author friendly, but consumer 
unfriendly. Mr. Koller will lay-out the dilemma of “with so many 
books out there”, “how is the consumer to know what is 
worthwhile and what is not?” 
Previous to becoming an author, Mr. Koller was the Executive 
Director of the SS Jeremiah O’Brien and the Bethlehem Shipyard 
Museum. He has also been involved in various marketing 
positions for well known non-profits.  He is resident of the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  
 



2015 Chapter Board of Officers: As you know the 2014 Chapter Board of Officers was reelected by 
acclamation at the November luncheon meeting to serve another 12-month term in 2015.  There was 
no competition from the other party; they didn’t even show up! 
Capt. Warren McDonald, USCG (Ret), a former MOAA national board member, will serve as the 
official installation officer of the 2015 Chapter Board of Officers at the January meeting. 
 
COLA in 2015:  The 2015 COLA factor will increase by 1.7%, making it the third consecutive year 
that those drawing federal benefits will receive a rise of less than two percent.  Those affected include 
military and federal retirees, SBP annuitants, social security beneficiaries and VA disability and 
survivor benefit recipients.  This increase will appear in January 2015 checks, but will be paid on 
December 31st. 
 
Reprinted from Consumers Union Warning: You may have seen recent TV commercials featuring 
an aging celebrity telling you that ‘you can keep your home’ while getting cash out of it.  It sounds 
terrific!  Cash out, use the money to live the retirement you want, and still keep your house.  But what 
the celebrity pitchman doesn’t tell you is not so terrific. Reverse mortgages are one of the most 
expensive forms of credit you can get, and you could possibly lose your home to foreclosure.   
California is close to passing new protective laws for seniors when it comes to these reverse 
mortgages.  As more Americans head into retirement, reverse mortgages are becoming more popular 
than ever. And Consumers Union is hearing more from seniors – and their children – that they did not 
fully understand all the details of a reverse mortgage.  The California bill, AB 329, will among other 
things, make sure  seniors fully understand all the ramifications of a reverse mortgage before they 
sign up for one of these programs.   
 
What to do when your wallet or purse is missing!:  Losing your wallet or purse can leave you 
feeling completely exposed.  Here’s how to take back some peace of mind: 
*File a police report:  This will help with later steps, like getting fraudulent charges reversed or getting 
incorrect information removed from your credit report. 
*Call credit card issuers, financial institutions and insurance companies.  The faster you do this, the 
better, since reporting quickly could eliminate or reduce your liability for fraudulent chargers or 
activity. 
*Contact DMV and Social Security.  Report your license and, if necessary, your Social Security card 
as missing and start the paperwork to get replacements. 
*For memberships or library cards, contact the issuer and ask that the account be closed and then re-
opened with new account numbers.  Think of all your memberships, like gyms, alumni groups, 
fraternal organizations and service organizations. 
*Monitor your accounts daily and your credit report closely.  If you believe you may have been the 
victim of identity theft, you are entitled to an extra copy of your credit report from all three of the 
national credit bureaus for free.  Consider putting a fraud alert or security freeze on your credit file 
with the three bureaus. 
And if your wallet or purse is by miracle returned to you from a good citizen, don’t forget to thank 
them! 
 
Luncheon meeting attendance:  Would really appreciate it if everyone would do their best to bring a 
guest to the January meeting.  It would be grand to see more smiling faces out there in the crowd.  
We only had 13 at the December meeting and the speaker was fantastic!  You missed a really good 
one if you were not there.  We have had some terrific speakers and we need some more folks, i.e. 
members and guests, to share in this great opportunity. 
 
Patriot Days ahead:  
January 1–New Year’s Day   February 12–Lincoln’s Birthday 
January 10– Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  February 16–Presidents’ Day (Washington’s Birthday) 


